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PHILIPPINES

8

multi-year projects

449

counter-trafficking actors trained
(Jan-Jun 2021)

57%
of those trained are women

ASEAN-ACT's key focal point in
the Philippines is the national
taskforce, the Inter-Agency
Council Against Trafficking
(IACAT). Its co-chair, the
Department of Justice, also Chairs
the National Program Steering
Committee (NPSC), the program's
governing body.
Other key partners:
Bureau of Immigration
Department of the Interior and
Local Government
Department of Labor and
Employment
National Bureau of
Investigation
Ople Policy Center

10-year program (2018-2028)
$A80 million
AUSTRALIA HAS PARTNERED WITH ASEAN MEMBER STATES
OVER THE PAST 17 YEARS TO SUPPORT COUNTERTRAFFICKING EFFORTS AND CONTINUES THIS THROUGH
THE ASEAN-AUSTRALIA COUNTER TRAFFICKING PROGRAM
(ASEAN-ACT).
Trafficking in persons has no
borders and occurs in many
different sectors - its negative
impacts are spread across the
ASEAN region.
ASEAN-ACT works with government
and non-government organisations in
ASEAN member states to enhance
their capacity to punish traffickers
justly, while protecting and
supporting victims.
The partnership supports ASEAN
member states to implement and
report on their obligations under the
ASEAN Convention against
Trafficking in Persons, Especially
Women and Children (ACTIP).
ASEAN-ACT has national-level
programming in Cambodia, Lao PDR,
the Philippines, Thailand, Vietnam. We
are establishing programming in
Indonesia, and it is currently on hold
in Myanmar.

Philippine Judicial Academy
Philippine National Police
Philippine Overseas
Employment Administration
Supreme Court

aseanact.org
@ausambASEAN

ASEAN-ACT works through three
interrelated pathways:

1

Enhancing regional-level capacity

We support and work with ASEAN to
strengthen its planning, monitoring and
reporting of the ACTIP, particularly with
respect to the protection of victims.

2

Enhancing national-level capacity

We support and work with national
justice agencies to develop their
capacity to fulfil their ACTIP
obligations, in particular those that
uphold and advance victim rights.

3

Developing inclusive public
policy and dialogue

We promote and facilitate dialogue
between government, civil society and
the private sector to ensure a broad
and diverse range of voices, including
victims/survivors contribute to counter
trafficking law, policy and practice.

JUSTICE OUTCOMES
ASEAN-ACT facilitates justice sector cooperation and
provides technical support to strengthen criminal justice
responses to trafficking in persons in the Philippines.
Recent achievements have included:
Supported the Department of Interior and Local
Government to develop manuals to strengthen counter
trafficking responses at the local government level.

VICTIM RIGHTS, EQUALITY
& INCLUSION OUTCOMES
ASEAN-ACT is working with partners to support
groups most vulnerable to trafficking, and reduce
barriers to accessing protection and support.
Recent achievements have included:

Coordinated transnational meetings with the Philippine
National Police and the Royal Malaysia Police to
strengthen cross-border cooperation in trafficking
investigations and interventions.

Victim-sensitive courts focus group
discussions were held with judges,
prosecutors and law enforcement agents
across the country, to strengthen counter
trafficking responses through innovative
interventions in the criminal justice system.

Continued work with the National Bureau of
Investigations (NBI) to develop a counter trafficking
training program within the NBI Academy. Once
completed, the counter trafficking training program
will be incorporated in the NBI Academy’s program for
investigators.

Progressed work with the Ministry of Justice –
National Prosecution Service on a multi-year
project to develop and deliver specialist
trafficking in persons prosecutors' training,
with a dedicated module on victim and witness
participation and support.

Supported the Inter-agency Council Against
Trafficking in its pilot initiative to address the risk of
trafficking in government supply chains.

Image: Transnational investigative cooperation meeting between the Philippine
National Police and the Royal Malaysia Police.

RESPONSE TO COVID-19
COVID-19 has exacerbated existing vulnerabilities to
trafficking and created new ones. Further, budget and
resources have been reduced for counter trafficking
efforts. ASEAN-ACT has supported our partners to adapt
and continue counter trafficking efforts through virtual
trainings, meetings and seminars. Recent initiatives have
included:
Provided personal protective equipment to frontline
responders to ensure their safety when detecting,
investigating trafficking or supporting victims.
Published a policy paper on vulnerability, trafficking in
persons, and COVID-19.
Developed a portal with vital resources and tools to
support government, private sector, and civil society
during COVID-19.

PARTNERSHIPS
ASEAN-ACT pursues partnerships with a broad and
diverse range of regional and national actors, in
recognition that effective counter trafficking responses
require multi-sectoral, collaborative approaches. Our
current partnership initiatives in the Philippines include:

In 2021, we initiated a grant with the Ople Center to
address vulnerabilities of migrant workers to human
trafficking, through developing an evidence-base and
engaging in policy dialogue towards improved
protection of Filipino workers overseas.

The pandemic has not stopped the investigation
and prosecution of trafficking cases in the
Philippines. In fact, pandemic-related
restrictions have accelerated the use of
technology, for example the use of electronic
court filings and online proceedings.
ASEAN-ACT has partnered with the Department
of Justice to support virtual learning for
prosecutors handling trafficking in persons
cases, through the development of e-learning
courses.
The training equips prosecutors with techniques
to enhance investigation and prosecution, with
a special focus on shifting attitudes and
approaches towards trafficked victims.

SEPTEMBER 2021

We facilitated the signing of a memorandum of
agreement between IACAT and the Supreme Court as
a coordination mechanism to assist in monitoring
trafficking in persons cases and promote victimsensitive approaches.

CASE STUDY: E-LEARNING
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