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THAILAND

6

multi-year projects

241
counter-trafficking actors trained
(Jan to Jun 2021)

51%

of those trained are women

ASEAN-ACT's focal point in
Thailand is the Ministry of
Justice which is the Chair of the
National Program Steering
Committee (NPSC). The NPSC is
a sub-committee of the national
Anti-TIP Committee (ATC)
chaired by the Prime Minister.
Other key partners:
Department of Special
Investigation, Ministry of
Justice
Department of Trafficking in
Persons Litigation, Office of
the Attorney General
Ministry of Social
Development and Human
Security
Royal Thai Police
The Office of the Judiciary

10-year program (2018-2028)
$A80 million
AUSTRALIA HAS PARTNERED WITH ASEAN MEMBER STATES
OVER THE PAST 17 YEARS TO SUPPORT COUNTERTRAFFICKING EFFORTS AND CONTINUES THIS THROUGH
THE ASEAN-AUSTRALIA COUNTER TRAFFICKING PROGRAM
(ASEAN-ACT).
Trafficking in persons has no
borders and occurs in many
different sectors - its negative
impacts are spread across the
ASEAN region.
ASEAN-ACT works with government
and non-government organisations in
ASEAN member states to enhance
their capacity to punish traffickers
justly, while protecting and
supporting victims.
The partnership supports ASEAN
member states to implement and
report on their obligations under the
ASEAN Convention against
Trafficking in Persons, Especially
Women and Children (ACTIP).
ASEAN-ACT has national-level
programming in Cambodia, Lao PDR,
the Philippines, Thailand, Vietnam. We
are establishing programming in
Indonesia, and it is currently on hold
in Myanmar.

aseanact.org
@ausambASEAN

ASEAN-ACT works through three
interrelated pathways:

1

Enhancing regional-level capacity

We support and work with ASEAN to
strengthen its planning, monitoring and
reporting of the ACTIP, particularly with
respect to the protection of victims.

2

Enhancing national-level capacity

We support and work with national
justice agencies to develop their
capacity to fulfil their ACTIP
obligations, in particular those that
uphold and advance victim rights.

3

Developing inclusive public
policy and dialogue

We promote and facilitate dialogue
between government, civil society and
the private sector to ensure a broad
and diverse range of voices, including
victims/survivors contribute to counter
trafficking law, policy and practice.

JUSTICE OUTCOMES
ASEAN-ACT facilitates justice sector cooperation and
provides technical support to strengthen criminal
justice responses to trafficking in persons in Thailand.
Recent achievements have included:
Thailand's Office of the Attorney General, with
support from ASEAN-ACT, trained 187 assistant
provincial public prosecutors (95 women and 92
men) in the fundamentals of trafficking in persons
prosecution.
ASEAN-ACT provided a grant to UNODC to develop
a curriculum on evidential issues in trafficking in
persons cases and organised seminars in Chiang
Rai, Udon Thani, Hat Yai and Krabi for 117 judges
(86 male and 31 female).
The Office of the Attorney General, with support
from ASEAN-ACT, developed and improved a userfriendly website for prosecutors and the general
public.
ASEAN-ACT facilitated bilateral meetings to
strengthen police-to-police cross-border
cooperation for investigations and interventions.

RESPONSE TO COVID-19
COVID-19 has exacerbated existing vulnerabilities to
trafficking and created new ones. Further, budgets and
resources for trafficking responses have been reduced
and law enforcement has been diverted to support the
emergency response. ASEAN-ACT has supported our
partners to adapt and continue counter trafficking
efforts through virtual training, bilateral meetings,
workshops and seminars. Recent initiatives include:

VICTIM RIGHTS, EQUALITY &
INCLUSION OUTCOMES
ASEAN-ACT is working with partners to support groups
most vulnerable to trafficking, and reduce barriers to
accessing protection and support. Recent achievements
have included:
Co-hosted a victim sensitive court workshop with the
Office of the Judiciary for judges, and justice and
protection agencies to support the integration of victimcentred approaches into the criminal justice system.
Supported national governments to prioritise gender
equality and social inclusion and victim rights in national
action plans to against trafficking.
Collected trafficking in persons datasets and developed
victim sensitive court indicators to strengthen data
collection and support evidence-based policy.
Supported the printing and translation of the ChildCentric Approach Guidelines for the Royal Thai Police to
reference when handling trafficking in persons cases.
Facilitated Thai judge Hon. Sittipong Tanyapongpruch,
Justice of the Human Trafficking Division of the Court of
Appeal to share experiences on victim protection and
the court process at workshops in Cambodia, Lao and
Vietnam.
Image: Ministry of Justice, Director of International Affairs Division Ms Atitaya
Thongboon with ASEAN-ACT Country Manager Apiradee Thienthong at the 2021 NPSC
meeting in Bangkok.

Provided personal protective equipment to frontline
responders to ensure their safety when detecting,
investigating trafficking or supporting victims.
Published a policy paper on vulnerability, trafficking
in persons, and COVID-19.
Developed a portal with vital resources and tools to
support government, private sector, and civil
society during COVID-19.

PARTNERSHIPS
ASEAN-ACT pursues partnerships with a broad and
diverse range of regional and national actors, in
recognition that effective counter trafficking responses
require multi-sectoral, collaborative approaches. Our
current partners in Thailand include:
UNODC to develop training curriculum on the
evidential issues in trafficking in persons for
Thailand's Court of Justice.

Thailand's Ministry of Digital Economy and Society
survey revealed 60% of Thai children aged 8 to 12
are likely to be exploited online. The survey also
indicated that there is increasing risk for Thai
children to access pornography and be seduced
by sexual abusers. As more criminals are using
technology to commit human trafficking crimes,
Thailand has taken special measures to collect
electronic evidence as well as conduct electronic
investigations.
ASEAN-ACT supported the Ministry of Justice in
drafting an article on Thailand's experience in
gathering, evaluating and using electronic
evidence in handling human trafficking cases. The
article was published in Vietnam's annual
Trafficking in Persons journal.

AUGUST 2021

In 2021, we initiated grants with civil society
organisations Social Responsibility Law (SR Law),
Labour Rights Promotion Network (LPN), Human
Rights and Development Foundation (HRDF) and
Verite to research and advocate the vulnerabilities
of migrant workers and provide direct assistance to
victims of trafficking.

CASE STUDY: DIGITAL EVIDENCE
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