Fact sheet January-October 2021

VIETNAM

7

multi-year projects

253

counter-trafficking actors trained
(Jan-June 2021)

56%

of those trained are women

ASEAN-ACT's key focal point in
Vietnam is the Ministry of Public
Security which is the chair of the
National Program Steering
Committee (NPSC), coordinating
agencies for the development and
implementation of the National
Counter Trafficking Program.
Other key partners:
Hanoi Procuratorate University
Ministry of Labour, Invalids and
Social Affairs
Ministry of Public Security:
- Foreign Relations Department
- Criminal Police Department
- People's Police Academy
- Police College No.1

10-year program (2018-2028)
$A80 million
AUSTRALIA HAS PARTNERED WITH ASEAN MEMBER STATES
OVER THE PAST 17 YEARS TO SUPPORT COUNTERTRAFFICKING EFFORTS AND CONTINUES THIS THROUGH
THE ASEAN-AUSTRALIA COUNTER TRAFFICKING PROGRAM
(ASEAN-ACT).
Trafficking in persons has no
borders and occurs in many
different sectors - its negative
impacts are spread across the
ASEAN region.
ASEAN-ACT works with government
and non-government organisations in
ASEAN member states to enhance
their capacity to punish traffickers
justly, while protecting and
supporting victims.
The partnership supports ASEAN
member states to implement and
report on their obligations under the
ASEAN Convention against
Trafficking in Persons, Especially
Women and Children (ACTIP).
ASEAN-ACT has national-level
programming in Cambodia, Lao PDR,
the Philippines, Thailand, Vietnam. We
are establishing programming in
Indonesia, and it is currently on hold
in Myanmar.

Supreme People's Court
Supreme People's Procuracy
Vietnam Court Academy
Vietnam Women's Union

aseanact.org
@ausambASEAN

ASEAN-ACT works through three
interrelated pathways:

1

Enhancing regional-level capacity

We support and work with ASEAN to
strengthen its planning, monitoring and
reporting of the ACTIP, particularly with
respect to the protection of victims.

2

Enhancing national-level capacity

We support and work with national
justice agencies to develop their
capacity to fulfil their ACTIP
obligations, in particular those that
uphold and advance victim rights.

3

Developing inclusive public
policy and dialogue

We promote and facilitate dialogue
between government, social
organisations and the private sector to
ensure a broad and diverse range of
voices, including victims/survivors
contribute to counter trafficking law,
policy and practice.

JUSTICE OUTCOMES
ASEAN-ACT facilitates justice sector cooperation and
provides technical support to strengthen criminal
justice responses to trafficking in persons in Vietnam.
Recent achievements have included:
12 lecturers from four police training institutions and
the Criminal Police Department became counter
trafficking Master Trainers, who can now train
police cadets and officers, as well as other
stakeholders in addressing trafficking in persons
and protecting victims.
The Hanoi Procuratorate University, with support
from ASEAN-ACT, produced two consecutive
annual TIP journals to share knowledge and good
practice in counter trafficking in persons. The
program also supported the University to conduct a
a mock trial for students to better understand the
procedures of adjudication of trafficking in persons
cases and the role of prosecutors.
The Supreme People's Court was supported to
develop training materials and a guidebook to
enhance capacity for judges in adjudication of
trafficking cases, with a focus on the protection of
trafficked victims.

RESPONSE TO COVID-19

VICTIM RIGHTS, EQUALITY
& INCLUSION OUTCOMES
ASEAN-ACT is working with partners to support groups
most vulnerable to trafficking, and reduce barriers to
accessing protection and support. Recent achievements
have included:
Incorporated victim rights and gender equality and
social inclusion in five TIP training materials, which
will be endorsed by relevant Vietnamese agencies.
Facilitated workshops for judges on victim-sensitive
courts and the integration of victim-centred
approaches into criminal justice proceedings.
Facilitated workshops to enhance cross-agency
cooperation in the identification and verifications of
trafficking victims and international cooperation in
counter trafficking in persons.
A new National Plan of Action to Counter Trafficking
in Persons was developed with technical input from
ASEAN-ACT. The Plan has a strong focus on victim
rights, gender equality and social inclusion and is
expected to improve the collection, analysis and
sharing of trafficking in persons data.

Image: Ms Nguyen Thi Minh Huong, Director of Advocacy Department Women's Union
Vietnam delivers opening remarks at training course on victim support and protection.

COVID-19 has exacerbated existing vulnerabilities to
trafficking and created new ones. Further, budgets and
resources for trafficking responses have been reduced.
ASEAN-ACT has supported our partners to adapt and
continue counter trafficking efforts through virtual
trainings, meetings and seminars. Recent initiatives
have included:
Provided personal protective equipment to frontline
responders to ensure their safety when detecting,
investigating trafficking or supporting victims.
Published a policy paper on vulnerability, trafficking
in persons, and COVID-19.
Developed a portal with vital resources and tools to
support government, private sector, and civil
society during COVID-19.

PARTNERSHIPS
By identifying and partnering with a broad field of
regional and national stakeholders, ASEAN-ACT is
capturing a wider range of opportunities.

The provision of legal services and assistance is a
major step towards safeguarding the rights of
trafficking victims and increasing their prospects of
recovery and reintegration.
However, there are inherent risks of subjecting
victims to criminal justice processes, which
frontline responders and lawyers need to
understand and mitigate to avoid causing further
harm.
ASEAN-ACT supported the training of lawyers and
legal aid officers from selected provinces in
Vietnam on victim-centred and trauma-informed
approaches, through a new partnership with the
Vietnam Judicial Support Association for the Poor.

JULY 2021

In 2021 in Vietnam, we initiated a grant with Blue
Dragon which will inform policy development in
counter-trafficking through analysis of victim
identification in past cases and support multidisciplinary cooperation at the provincial level,
as well as provide case assistance.

CASE STUDY: LEGAL AID SERVICES
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